
What is 
fluency?

reading fluency is the pre-requisite for the comprehension that is the purpose of 
all Reading.



What is 
fluency?

Fluent reading is defined by Hudson, Lane and Pullen (2005) as 'accurate 

reading of connected text at a conversational rate with appropriate prosody’ 

Reading involves:

- accuracy - the ability to decode written words without error

- automaticity - the ability to read quickly with relative ease

- prosody - the ability to read in a way that mirrors the sound of natural 

spoken language (tone, intonation and rhythm).

The KS2 teachers at Whitegate End have to consider all three elements

when focusing on fluency



what is inference?

Inference in reading is the use of present information alongside reasoning to work 

out something which is not otherwise stated.



vocab is 
king

Vocabulary breadth - number of words a person can recognise

Vocabulary depth -understanding of facets of words and how they are connected in 

wider contexts 



what is background knowledge/cultural 
capital?

Activating knowledge to aid learning is key.

A child's experience and knowledge of the word will ulimately help 

them make sense of a piece of text. 

We have to provide opportunities to activate or build this. Learning 

about our world and its culture is learning to read.



Fluency practise - developing fluency through repeated  oral reading of a 

short text or extract

Comprehension monitoring - breaking the text down, summarising

paragraphs, use of vocabulary, questions rasied

Extended reading - involves prolonged engagement with a longer text or 

extract. Focuses on development of fluency, word knowledge, background 

knowledge and text knowledge.

Closed reading - - sustained detailed analysis of a short text or extract. 

Focuses on development of fluency, word knowledge, background 

knowledge and text knowledge through deep discussion



what will this look like across 
ks2?



what will this look like across 
ks2?


